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Sustainable trade and economic growth strategies of China*
When:   Monday, 17 November 2008, 9:00am-6:00pm, 

Where: Room C2, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), Geneva
Jointly organized by
International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD)

International Institute of Sustainable Development (IISD)

Development Research Centre of the State Council (DRC, China)
Supported by
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs 
of the Federal Government of Switzerland (SECO)
EVENT SUMMARY:
China’s international trade has been an indispensible element of the world economy. Although both China and the international community have expressed concerns about the urgent need to shift China’s trade pattern onto a more sustainable path, the challenges involved in making such a shift are daunting. 

On 17th November, the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD) and International Institute of Sustainable Development (IISD) will jointly host a team of senior policy advisors organized by Development Research Centre of the State Council (DRC, China) for a discussion with the Geneva community on the international and domestic political economic factors that influence China’s trade strategy, impacts of both regulatory and non regulatory standards, and possible steps that China can take to enhance its sustainability.
Sustainable trade and economic growth strategies of China
Agenda
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	9:00-9:10


	Introduction 
Ricardo Meléndez-Ortiz                                                       

Chief Executive, International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD)
Hans-Peter Egler
Head, Trade and Environmental Technology Co-operation, State Secretariat for Economic Affairs of the Federal Government of Switzerland (SECO)


	9:10-12:30

	Panel one:
New Political Economy and Key aspects of China’s Trade Strategy

This session will discuss the relevance of China’s quest for sustainable trade and economic growth to the new context of international and domestic political economy. The panel will highlight the key challenges and guidelines for China to formulate its new trade and economic strategies. 
The second part of this panel will address key aspects of China’s new trade strategy including upgrading its manufacturing, improving trade in services, and enhancing innovation capacity.
Zhenyu Sun
Ambassador, Chinese Mission to the WTO
Guoqiang Long

Deputy Director General, Department of International Economy, Development Research Centre of the State Council (DRC), China
Antoine Kernen

Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies
Rashid Kaukab
Deputy Director and Research Coordinator, CUTS Geneva Resource Centre
Rupa Ganguli

Advisor for trade in textiles & clothing

International Trade Centre
Open Discussion

	12:30-14:00
	Lunch

	14:00- 17:30


	Panel two: 
Standards, market and public policy objective: implications for China’s new trade strategy
This session will address issues of standards on the borders and behind borders with relation to sustainability of China’s trade. From both market and public policy perspectives, the panel will discuss challenges and policy options in areas of TBT and SPS, international cross-agency initiatives on standards, and non regulatory standards.  

Moderator: 

Simon Zadek  Chief Executive, Accountability

Lixin Yu
Deputy Director, Research Centre for International Trade and Finance, Chinese Academy for Social Sciences (CASS)
Rien Huige
Chairperson, the WTO Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures; Counsellor, Permanent Representation of the Netherlands
Xueyan Guo

Chairperson, the WTO Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade; First Secretary, Chinese Mission to the WTO
Aaron Cosbey

Associate and Senior Advisor, Trade and Investment; Associate, Climate Change and Energy; IISD

Jorgen Schlundt
Director, Department of Food Safety, World Health Organization (WHO)


Ulrich Hoffmann
Head, Trade and Sustainable Development, UNCTAD 
Open Discussion

	17:30
	Conclusion 


* This meeting is part of Chinese experts’ study tour under the Project of China’s Sustainable Trade Strategy jointly undertaken by IISD, DRC, and ICTSD.
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