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While climate change presents an undeniable threat to agricultural production and food 
security, the agricultural sector significantly contributes to greenhouse gasses and needs to 
help mitigate climate change. At the same time, however, increased demands on the sector 
require that agricultural production more than double by 2050. Rather than pursuing a 
one-size-fits-all decrease in agricultural emissions, efforts should focus on policies that 
deliver win-win outcomes to enhance agriculture productivity, promote food security and 
sustainable livelihood, and that contribute to climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

An open and equitable trade system for food and agriculture is vital to food security and 
contributes to climate change adaptation and mitigation; it can help offset climate-induced 
production decreases in certain regions and facilitate the transfer of food and agricultural 
products from regions where their production requires relatively fewer greenhouse gas 
emissions to regions where production would result in higher emissions.  

To help address these concerns, the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable 
Development (ICTSD) and the International Food and Agricultural Trade Policy Council (IPC) 
have established an interdisciplinary panel of experts, the ICTSD-IPC Platform on Climate 
Change, Agriculture, and Trade: Promoting Policy Coherence. For further information 
on the ICTSD-IPC Platform on Climate Change, Agriculture, and Trade: Promoting Policy 
Coherence, see http://ictsd.net/climate-change/agriculture-and-biofuels/pacct/. 



3Research and Analysis

ICTSD-IPC Platform on Climate Change, Agriculture and Trade: Considerations for 
Policymakers, October 2009.

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Policies and Agriculture: Implications for Production 
Incentives and International Trade Disciplines, by David Blandford and Tim Josling, 
ICTSD-IPC Platform on Agriculture, Climate Change, and Trade, Issue Brief No. 1, 
August 2009.

This issue brief analyzes the implications of domestic policies designed to reduce GHG 
emissions from agriculture and to enhance the role of agriculture in mitigation efforts for 
agricultural production and existing and future WTO rules.

Climate Change, Agriculture and Aid for Trade, by Jodie Keane, Sheila Page, Alpha 
Kergna, and Jane Kennan, ICTSD-IPC Platform on Agriculture, Climate Change, and Trade, 
Issue Brief No. 2 (forthcoming, December 2009).

This issue brief discusses ways in which developing countries whose agricultural sectors are 
affected by climate change can secure alternative sources of export earnings. More 
specifically, it investigates the possibility of linking climate change finance and Aid 
for Trade. 

Carbon and Agricultural Trade in Developing Countries, by James Macgregor, ICTSD-
IPC Platform on Agriculture, Climate Change, and Trade, Issue Brief No. 3 (forthcoming, 
December 2009).

This issue brief analyzes carbon standards applicable to the agricultural sector, their impact 
on trade, and their impact on economic development in developing countries. Special attention 
is hereby given to private standards, which have been proliferating over the past years.



4 The Role of Trade in Food and Agricultural Products in Climate Change Adaptation 
Costs, by Gerald Nelson, Amanda Palazzo, Claudia Ringler, Mark Rosegrant, Timothy 
Sulser, and Miroslav Batka, ICTSD-IPC Platform on Agriculture, Climate Change, and Trade,  
Issue Brief No. 4 (forthcoming, December 2009).

Climate Change and China’s Agricultural Sector:  An Overview of Impacts, 
Adaptation and Mitigation, by Jinxia Wang and Jikun Huang, ICTSD-IPC Platform on 
Agriculture, Climate Change, and Trade, Issue Brief No. 5 (forthcoming, January 2010). 

International Climate Change Negotiations and Agriculture, ICTSD-IPC Platform on 
Agriculture, Climate Change, and Trade, Policy Focus No. 1, May 2009.

This paper has been written with the purpose of providing an overview of the existing 
international climate change agreements, and the international negotiations underway. In 
addition, it points out the ways in which the agricultural sector is, or may be, addressed in 
the international climate regulatory framework. 

To download these papers, please visit:
http://ictsd.net/climate-change/agriculture-and-biofuels/pacct/research-and-analysis/



5COMPOSITION OF THE ICTSD-IPC PLATFORM ON 
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Steering Committee

John Anthony Allan, Kings College, UK

Jason Clay, Senior Vice President Market Transformation, WWF US  

Franz Fischler, former Commissioner for Agriculture, European Union 

Adrian Macey, Ambassador of Climate Change Negotiations, New Zealand 

Daniel Martino, Carbosur, Coordinating Lead Author of Agriculture Chapter for IPCC 
AR4, Uruguay 

Raul Montemayor, Vice-President, Federation of Free Farmers Cooperatives, the 
Philippines, International Federation of Agricultural Producers, IPC Member 

Michel Petit, Professor, Institut Agronomique Méditerranéen, France, IPC Member 

Peter Smith, Aberdeen University, UK, Coordinating Lead Author of Agriculture Chapter 
for IPCC AR4 

Ajay Vashee, President, International Federation of Agricultural Producers, IPC Member 

Expert Committee

Christian Friis Bach, International Director, DanChurchAid 

Bruce E. Dale, Michigan State University, USA



6 Jane Earley, consultant, Earley and White Consulting Group LLC, USA

Lin Erda, Professor and Ex-Director General, Agro-Environment and Sustainable 
Development Institute Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences

Marcos Jank, President, UNICA, Brazil

Willem-Jan Laan, Director, Global External Affairs, Unilever, IPC Member

Gerald Nelson, Senior Research Fellow, International Food Policy Research Institute 

NI Hongxing, Deputy Director-General, Ministry of Agriculture, China

Tim Searchinger, Research Scholar, Princeton University, former co-Director of the Center 
for Conservation Incentives at Environmental Defense, US

Hasit Shah, Managing Director, Sunripe Kenya Ltd. ; Chairman, Fresh Produce Exporters 

Association Of Kenya ; Chairman, Kenya Horticultural Council; Director, Europe-Africa-
Caribbean-Pacific Liaison Committee 

Youba Sokona, Executive Director, the Sahel and Sahara Observatory 

Vanessa Stiffler-Claus, Manager, Federal Affairs, John Deere

Ancha Srinivasan, Senior Climate Change Specialist, Asian Development Bank 
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ICTSD and IPC Team

Ricardo Meléndez-Ortiz, Chief Executive, ICTSD 

Christophe Bellmann, Programmes Director, ICTSD 

Marie Chamay Peyramayou, Manager, Global Platform, ICTSD 

Charlotte Hebebrand, President/CEO, IPC

For further information, please contact Marie Chamay Peyramayou (mchamay@ictsd.ch) or 
visit http://ictsd.org/climate-change/agriculture-and-biofuels/pacct/.



8

ABOUT ICTSD

Founded in 1996, the International Centre for Trade and 
Sustainable Development (ICTSD) is an independent non-
profit and non-governmental organizatin based in Geneva. 
By empowering stakeholders  in trade policy through 
information, networking, dialogue, well-targeted research 
and capacity building, the Centre aims to influence the 
international trade system such that it advances the goal of 
sustainable development.

The Global Platform is an initiative supported by DANIDA 
(Denmark); the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland; 
the Department for International Development (U.K.); 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Sweden; the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Norway; Oxfam Novib and ICTSD’s 
institutional partners and project supporters such as 
the Netherlands Directorate-General of Development 
Cooperation (DGIS), the Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (SIDA); the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, the Inter American Development Bank (IADB); 
and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 

ABOUT IPC

The International Food & Agricultural Trade Policy Council 
promotes a more open and equitable global food system 
by pursuing pragmatic trade and development policies 
in food and agriculture to meet the world’s growing 
needs. IPC convenes influential policymakers, agribusiness 
executives, farm leaders, and academics from developed 
and developing countries to clarify complex issues, build 
consensus, and advocate policies to decision-makers. More 
information on the organization and its membership can be 
found on our website: www.agritrade.org.

IPC wishes to thank the William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and  all of 
its structural funders for their generous support.


